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Dr. Mark Richard Williams passed away at his home in Austin, Texas on Sunday March 6th, 
2016 after battling a rare type of GI cancer. 
 
Dr. Williams was born in Houston, Texas on November 9th, 1951, and was the eldest of the four 
children of Genevieve and Mathew Williams. He is survived by his wife Candace Williams, his 
son David Williams, and his daughter Megan Williams. 
 
Dr. Williams graduated summa cum laude from Carleton College in 1973 with a Bachelors 
degree in Physics and membership in Phi Beta Kappa. He received a Masters degree in 
Theoretical Physics from Oxford University in 1975, where he was a Rhodes Scholar, and a 
Doctorate and Masters degree in Physics from Stanford University in 1979. Mark has been 
recognized for his contributions in science and mathematics by membership respectively in 
Sigma Xi and Pi Mu Epsilon. He was tri-captain of the Carleton College football team and played 
rugby at Oxford. 
After completing his studies, he began a career as a research physicist with Royal Dutch Shell. 
In over 30 years with the company, he rose to a number of executive-level positions before 
retiring in 2013 as the Global Downstream Head. 
 
After retiring, he served on several boards including Intertek plc, the Board of Trustees of 
Carleton College, the Board of Visitors of McDonald Observatory, and held the chairmanship of 
the board of Hess Corporation. 
 
Dr. Williams had a number of passions outside of his career, including astronomy, backpacking, 
and sailing. He will be remembered for his supreme intellect, profound integrity, sharp wit, and 
deep love of his family. 
 
A private memorial was held at the Williams family ranch in the Texas Hill Country.  
 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/obituary.aspx?pid=177982535#sthash.GTdl
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